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House Rules Game Show

By �

A light, delicately scented, 
slightly touched Game Show in 
the public domain for adult fun 
seeking punters of all ages.

Suitable for group sizes 5 to 100,
for any occasion.

�
TeamBridgeBSC i

https://teambridge.net
translink.entertainment@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/TeamBridgeBSC
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Questions Answered

Why Public Domain?

It's a simple idea. Some  told some guy who told some other guy who remembered he once heard �
all about it years ago in the pub, way, way back in 1903. The  said that he had been given the plan�
by some old guy in a  ⛪ but that may be difficult to believe. The  left a copy of the game plan in a�
brown paper bag on the counter as he left the bar, and said, have fun with this. So this show is 
absolutely in the public domain. Not wishing to disrespect the  - �

Have you heard of this game before? A version of it has probably been doing the rounds since, like, 
forever. Maybe there were cave dwellers playing with coloured pebbles. Perhaps the Romans had a 
version of it (political satire was a big thing back then) or maybe it was a party game played in 
underground churches when the bishop wasn't looking.

If I Want to Perform This Show?

Face it. You're a  and there's no shame in that.�

As a � to a  let's be direct.�

Are some logos and artworks forbidden in your version of House Rules Game Show? Probably. 
Anything that is identifiable as a government or even corporate logo, or identifiable person 
displayed without permission, or without context for fair dealing / fair use exceptions or in the  
public domain, will not be a fun way to start your game. 

What About Nipple Clamps?

If you choose to perform the sample game, maybe you might wonder.

In the event that there is concern about bizarrely inclined persons wearing government uniforms or 
just flashing badges and getting all flustered, you might ask yourself, is there an election on, and do 
you live in a democracy? 

The general rule among the free is that you may exercise your right to express your own opinion, no
matter how banal, and sell dinner theatre tickets while you're about it. 

You can most certainly sell tickets to dinner theatre where paying guests can say whatever they like.
You could probably do this any time all year around, but check if your local authorities maintain a 
stock of nipple clamps first. 

It's a mad world. If you're not feeling up to going fully public, you can play at home, among friends,
alone in private … or at church . Or just perform a game without all the pointy bits.�

Last checked, in any modern democracy world wide, you can say whatever you want as long as it is
not oppressive, divisive, patently untrue, foolish, racist, fraudulent, petty, disrespectful or despicable
and most importantly that there is no risk that anyone will disagree with you, any time you want.

The standing rules of the governing body responsible in your domain may differ.ii

�
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Suggested Venues:  

• private living rooms
• licensed premises
• boardrooms
• club halls
• outdoors in the sun
• online
• fallout shelters

Suggested Audiences: 

• any group looking for live interactive participatory role playing entertainment
• corporate and agency role play for those difficult to reach areas
• war gamers (after hours)
• fishmongers
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Who is Jolly Joker?

Joker is Speaker of the House of Cheer. 

Joker is bizarre, but grounded. Sensibly, gently wild. A stickler for the rules, which are probably 
made up. 

Joker will do no harm. 

Joker is a little arcane – there's ancient magic in and around Joker. 

Everyone knows what Joker is but no one really knows who. 

Anyone can be Joker. Sometimes, Anyone is.

Is Joker some kind of Time Lord? Does it matter at all what style of costume Joker deigns to 
appear? Are jelly-beans in Joker's right hand pocket, bullshit in the left? Does Joker wear a wizard 
hat? 

Only Joker knows. And Score. And probably Inland Revenue.

�
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Joker's Business

Money, what is it good for? Your answers may vary.

If a money matters to you, please take consideration of the following:

• Joker has a helper, Score

• Score has a hat

• Score has an account with an online ticketing  � agency

• Score has an excellent relationship with the owner of an establishment

• Score will accept any form of agreeable barter

• Score loves ♥ �¥€₤$ currency 

• Score loves little massive lumps of precious metals

• Score will settle for anything within reason

• Score sometimes is Joker

�
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Game Plan

Requirements

• A pack of playing cards, or two or more 
packs if the audience is large.

• If Joker is working alone, Joker will be 
busy.

• If Joker can divide responsibility with 
Score, that's good for everyone.

• If the audience is large, Score might be 
two or more performers who might 
respond in unison to Joker's questions 
directed at them.

• suggest: Stack the deck with 
multiples of high rank cards.
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Game Action

Assume that the party planners and promoters 
have done an adequate job getting the audience to
arrive with a vague understanding of what is 
expected of them.

Some among the audience may be arriving in 
costume, ready to fully embrace their roles.

 

The theme might be historical, like an era of 
Black Adder, or futuristic, like any space opera 
unnamed for copyright reasons. 

It won't matter to Joker, Score, or the party 
planners, if audience come dressed as 
whomsoever or whatever they want, within 
reason. The party planners might set a theme, but 
Joker and Score are flexible. 

Now remember! In the event of an 
earthquake, fire or other emergency,
everyone needs to know where to 
go and what to do. Have fun with 
this. It's serious, but better 
remembered if you can make a little
humour. Besides, this part is 
important. More on this later.
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Our audience have been 
encouraged to contribute 
intelligent observation to the 
House Debating Chamber, so 
scoring points for themselves 
and their team, or to otherwise 
exercise their right to team 
building public flatulence in a 
healthy, wholesome fashion. 

�
Food and beverages are served 
within the Debating Chamber. 
Now that's magic.

Joker or Score will greet the 
audience as they arrive at the 
House and usher them to their 
tables within the Debating 
Chamber. 

Joker and Score give out cards 
“randomly” to guests as they 
arrive, or, if Joker is particularly 
adept with card handling tricks, 
wait until everyone is assembled 
and present cards with a flourish.

How amazing it is that the King 
and Queen of Hearts are given to
the ones dressed most 
convincingly for the part? 

To the Kings, the Kings, to the 
Jacks, the Jacks. Or not. To 
Score goes the blank white card.

9/34
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It doesn't matter who sits where. Let 
groups form naturally.

 

Living with a bit of randomness 
keeps life interesting. We can't 
control the  or the ☀  or the  or � �
stop  or �☄ ⛈�� 

• suggest: Rather than use a coin, how about use three coins and perform a 
reading from the Yi Jing ?☯

• suggest: Read from a Tarot Deck �? 

• suggest: Select a text from one of the great ancient books of �⛪��⛩�,   
or a more modern one.

• suggest: Perform the ancient rite of the Wholesome Peeling of the Carrot.
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Joker (or random destiny, as Joker may prefer,

hanging all on a coin toss) may choose wisely. 

Or not. 

Probably wisely. 
But there may be doubts, right? 

All will turn out perfectly  �

To whom goes the Ace of Spades, 

or any Aces at all?
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• suggest: If you have access to a printer, you can print out royalty free cards 
from here - 
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Game Rules

  Secrecy is important - key roles are assigned to key cards.

  The Word of Score matters more.

  Joker trumps Score but does not.

 Follow the party planner's lead.

Example Game Plan iii

Just in case you're a bit short of ideas of your own, here's a sample game plan gifted by �

Warm Up 0: Joker's Choice

Everyone has there own favourite group warm up. Be free.

Warm Up 1: Glad Hand

Let's practice some necessary game skills. All in a circle, or within circles of suit, or at table if that's
most convenient, look to the person to your left. On a signal from Joker or Score, without looking 
away from the person on your left, try to touch hands (or elbows) blindly with the person on your 
right. Points for those that succeed effortlessly on first attempt.

Warm Up 2: Liar's Contest

As if Members need any practice. Who can tell the barest bald faced lie with a straight face? Points 
for guessing if is truth or lie. But can we trust any Member at all?

Warm Up 3: Nice to Moot You

All at table now, sitting, or while milling about moving to tables, Joker and Score will encourage 
Members to introduce themselves to each other and take this opportunity to reintroduce themselves, 
while instructing that it is time to form a Government.
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It's My Party

Largest suite rules alone or in coalition. The Governing Party shall elect a Prime Minister and fill 
all key Ministerial posts. What posts? Let the Governing Party decide. Other Parties will appoint 
Shadow Ministers. If after a little while  ⏱ no Party can be declared the winner then a new Free 
Ride Party List Election is called – or rather, Joker will reissue cards or otherwise stack the deck. 
Do this twice if need be. If still no result then Joker may decide to appoint a Caretaker Government.
Each table appoints a spokesperson and group leader.

suggest: Suits may be encouraged to sit together, but that is not necessary.  

Trivial Point of Order

In tables or all together for smaller groups, using a pen or similar as a spinning selector device, as 
each Member is selected they have a rapid fire moment to announce their name and their personal 
policy intentions before the Member directly opposite can interrupted with a Trivial Point of Order. 
Party infighting is of course encouraged . Points for most trivial � Point of Order. 

suggest: Special bonus points for Party or table that successfully silences everyone
in one round.

Breakfast at Bellamy's 

After the mayhem of an all night sitting discussing nothing of importance it's time for the superior 
sustaining nourishment available only for Members at Bellamy's.

suggest: If wait staff are bringing out food on their own schedule then every 
opportunity becomes breakfast/lunch/dinner or a trough slurp at Bellamy's.

Stated with Conviction

After Members have feasted, invite the first 5 Members who are so inclined to each disclose current 
and prior convictions, and win points for their team. Bonus points for full reversals. Special bonus 
points for topicality. 

If other Members are also feeling so inclined, let them speak!

Score, give them all a point.

suggest: Convictions may be interpreted as beliefs or as you first imagined �

13/34



House Rules Game Show Handbook 1.0

Maiden Speech

What would be your first speech if you had an opportunity to perform before the cameras in an 
institution as venerable as (name of venue) representing a government in exile under threat of alien 
invasion / biological assault / natural disaster?

• Give each volunteer 10 seconds to score for their team

suggest: What did she or he say? Was it your first time too?

Hat & Song

A Member's hat, or lack thereof, is special. Each hat has a story. Welcome to share! Bonus points 
for staying in game, in character.

While a Member is upstanding describing their hat, it may be considered to be an appropriate --- or 
possibly deliciously inappropriate --- time to sing a song or otherwise display meaningful (or 
meaningless) creative talent. 

Joker and Score will preserve a Member's right to entertain, even if pre-recorded. Points given to all
for some reason or other. Bonus points for live performance. Extra Special Bonus points for pre-
rehearsed ensemble presentations. No points lost if entertained.  All forms of cultural expression, 
real or imagined, will be upheld by the Speaker of the House (Joker) and a Member's right to self 
expression in this segment will be protected by the Acting Sergeant at Arms (Score). However, 
Members displaying members will be expelled from the Debating Chamber.

Indeed, forsooth, at any time while the House is in session a Member may request of Joker (who is 
Speaker of the House) permission to sing, recite or otherwise perform a waiata (song) on behalf of 
their Party, but only once. Unless Joker changes the rules.

suggest: House Rules Game Show might roll on for two or three days with a
slumber party if the performances are engaging enough, interspersed with ample 
supplies of victuals from Bellamy's of course!

suggest: If Joker and Score are going to be around for more than 20 minutes and
the Party Planners have arranged for at least some of the show to be live streamed
or recorded as a pod cast, then why not accept sponsorships, and promote craft beer, 
emergency ration packs, getaway packs, portable emergency power packs and the 
like. Ask your regional Civil Defence office if you can display their logo and promote
their materials. Is there a craft beer named Apocalypse?

suggest: Local rules, local pride, top town. Is there a songster among the audience 
who has a tune, old, or new, that's so imbibed with resilience, local history, local 
love, local pride that it's fairly dripping?

suggest: Party Planners – reach out to everyone in your region, make an event of
it, be sure to extend an invitation to every cultural group in your area.

suggest: Set your game in colonial times.
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Insider Trading

What are the chances of any of the Members being caught out in a game of whispers? Of the three 
cards laid out on the table, which was the true gold? See who is the first to reach for it   �

Sell the Crown Jewels

Score, who is Acting Sergeant at Arms,  is not impressed. Give each team a minute or two to 
privately debate how they can flog off the crown jewels and earn a tidy profit (for themselves). 
Secrecy is required. Hushed voices, no paper trails, and be wary of snoopers. Each team then 
announces their plan and might maybe win a point, or not.

Is there any dissent? Is it safe for dissent to manifest? Is there a Secret Policeman in the House?

House Rules

Joker, as Speaker of the House, will inform Members that the penalty for getting caught doing 
mischief has been downgraded from the traditional head on the block and hot pike up the bottom to 
a more modern mild battery with a flaccid balloon.

Snap Election

At a secret signal from the jocular Speaker of the House, for seemingly no reason at all, or for a 
good reason if there is one, the Prime Minister announces a snap election. Has the Prime Minister 
been drinking? Everyone out of your seats!

On the Hustings

Music plays, everyone must mill around, glad handing, kissing babies, pretending to really really 
care about all sorts of stuff. If there's a larger audience observing House Rules Game Show now is a 
good time to send the Members out into the wild to meet them. Make promises, promises, promises.

Election Results

Some Members may wish to switch roles for this, or invite some of the audience to participate as 
media hacks announcing clearly bogus election results.

Hung Parliament

It's a well hung Parliament. When the lights go down, then up again, who is discovered with whom 
slightly dishevelled on the Speaker's Chair? Bonus points for a credible excuse, double bonus for 
explaining why it was not Oliver Cromwell.

Creative Accounting

Around the Debating Chamber awash with Tax Collectors, Lawyers, Accountants and High Priests 
there is bound to be a bad egg, or are they all rotten? It's time to release the Budget. Give each table 
a sheet of paper and make sure they still have a pen. Let each team declare where all the money has 
gone. Remember all those promises so recently made?
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Voting a Pay Rise

It is hard work, hard, hard, hard work being a public figure on the take. All that effort to declare 
conflict of interest best avoided. It takes immense energy, so much more than peanuts can provide 
to conceal shares in a private trust. To speak nothing of the stress of transferring them to a spouse 
on an offshore haven. The free travel, and myriad of other benefits accrued through being a public 
servant trading in state secrets are just not enough. It's time for a pay rise! Will the House rise in 
unison and so vote by a show of hands?

Bishop Buddha Iman

One of the Jacks rises to present themselves as the Perfect Priest of the New Age. Together with the 
other Jacks they present the new improved Holy Text for All Nations generated by a psychotic 
Artificial Intelligence working to rule. Keyword is Artificial. What, no bites? Carry on.

Let the House Divide

A conscience vote on the correct way to butter toast.

News Flash!

The Aliens are coming. Many years ago at Spy Station Waihopai signals from outer space were 
intercepted, and kept secret, for decades. Now it is common knowledge and many persons are 
installing home made antennas in random places to intercept these signals while asking their pet 
domestic animals how to interpret them. Not surprisingly, cats and dogs often disagree, except at 
dinner time or when it is cold outside.

suggest: Ask one of the audience or a participating Member to read the above
                        news flash.

suggest: Ask if anyone has heard from the Aliens and please do tell us all what do 
they want?

Tin Hat Conspiracy iv

Each Member is given a section of tin foil by Joker and asked to make for themselves a Tin Foil 
Hat.  At the same time Score is giving out the Jab. Refusing the Jab is not an option. Prizes for best 
Tin Foil Hat. Points lost for successfully refusing the Jab. Double points lost for pointing out that 
the largest winners in the Jab Economy are those with a vested interest in promoting the Jab. Triple 
points lost if examples of special interest Jab Economy Gains are given, such as fellow Members 
who own shares in Jab Technology.

Crossing the Floor

Aces cross the floor. Speech! Order! The Aces form their own Party. Will the Government fall? Ace 
of Spades calls for impeachment of the Prime Minister. What reason? Do the Aces need a reason? 
Better think of a reason quick before the media hacks invent one.
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State of Climate Change ⏳

As the music v plays, Members must scramble to think of ways to deal with each threat as it is 
announced in turn. Spokespersons give media releases and accept bribes. Government action results
in dilemma. Government inaction results in dilemma. Other Members ask difficult questions. 
Questions are ignored. All protest is silenced. Score is listening, giving bonus points for policies 
that further entrench privilege, and for appearing to help the disadvantaged, of course. Joker keeps 
time and sounds the alarm whenever, giving less time for each activity in turn. Those left standing 
without a secure Seat in the House are out of luck. 

•  ⏱ Alien invaders 

•  ⏱ Pandemic

•  ⏱ Zombies

•  ⏱ Earthquake

•  ⏱ Tsunami

Joker Presents Score with The � 

Score is somewhat unhappy, is just kind of a bit disconsolate, so rather slightly yet noticeably 
unhappy to receive The . � What is the key for, what does it signify? Play a little guessing game. 
There is no correct answer. What do you think?

Passing the Buck

Give out balloons. Prize for first balloon pop on blow up race. Then, with more balloons ready, line 
up and race to pass these bucks across party lines without touching the floor.

Other Stuff

All performers have their favourite fills. Always carry a bag of tricks.

Members Be Seated

Leave the losers standing. But, hey, they're friends, the rules don't matter, right? A quick show of 
hands and all resume their seats.

Prize Giving 

Prizes for best dressed, most convincing, etc. And, of course, another pay-rise for all Members.

Moot is Dissolved

Joker dissolves the House Moot. And it's off to Bellamy's for a (potentially) imaginary toast, then a 
quick round of Rocky Horror Time Warp for those who remember (Joker and Score can lead if 
everyone is having fun) and then we're all together safe and happy at (name of establishment). 
Perhaps it is time to dance.
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Responsible Hosts

Joker and Score pack up and head out to prepare for the next gig, but do share a gentle word about 
responsible drinking  as they head out the door -

18/34
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Copyright Licensing

TLDR

Go for it. Rip it, splash it, dunk it, share it, do it. But it is not yours to deny to anyone else. Have fun
and let all enjoy. Earn through ticket sales or barter. It is given to share, for anyone to enjoy, for 
anyone to build from, just as it is built.

Legal Code
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/nz/legalcode

Licence

THE WORK (AS DEFINED BELOW) IS PROVIDED UNDER THE TERMS OF THIS CREATIVE COMMONS 
PUBLIC LICENCE ("CCPL" OR "LICENCE"). THE WORK IS PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT AND/OR OTHER 
APPLICABLE LAW. ANY USE OF THE WORK OTHER THAN AS AUTHORISED UNDER THIS LICENCE OR 
COPYRIGHT LAW IS PROHIBITED. BY EXERCISING ANY RIGHTS TO THE WORK PROVIDED HERE, YOU 
ACCEPT AND AGREE TO BE BOUND BY THE TERMS OF THIS LICENCE. THE LICENSOR GRANTS YOU 
THE RIGHTS CONTAINED HERE IN CONSIDERATION OF YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF SUCH TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS.

This Creative Commons New Zealand Public Licence enables You (all capitalised terms defined below) to view, edit, 
modify, translate and distribute Works worldwide, under the terms of this licence, provided that You credit the Original 
Author.

“The Licensor”

and

“You”

agree as follows:

1. Definitions

    “Adaptation” means any work created by the editing, modification, adaptation or translation of the Work in any 
media (however a work that constitutes a Collection will not be considered an Adaptation for the purpose of this 
Licence). For the avoidance of doubt, where the Work is a musical composition or sound recording, the synchronisation 
of the Work in timed-relation with a moving image ("synching") will be considered an Adaptation for the purpose of 
this Licence.

    “Applicable Licence” means one of the licences described in clause 2.3(a), (b) or (c).

    “Attribution means acknowledging all the parties who have contributed to and have rights in the Work or Collection 
under this Licence; and “Attribute” has a corresponding meaning.

    “Collection” means the Work in its entirety in unmodified form along with one or more other separate and 
independent works, assembled into a collective whole.

    “Creative Commons Compatible Licence” means a license that is listed at 
https://creativecommons.org/compatiblelicenses that has been approved by Creative Commons as being essentially 
equivalent to this Licence, including, at a minimum, because that licence: (i) contains terms that have the same purpose,
meaning and effect as the Licence Elements of this Licence; and, (ii) explicitly permits the relicensing of adaptations of 
works made available under that licence under this Licence or a Creative Commons jurisdiction license with the same 
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Licence Elements as this Licence.

    “Licence” means this Creative Commons New Zealand Public Licence agreement.

    “Licence Elements” means the following high-level licence attributes indicated in the title of this Licence: 
Attribution, Share-Alike.

    “Licensor” means one or more legally recognised persons or entities offering the Work under the terms and 
conditions of this Licence.

    “Original Author” means the individual(s) or entity/ies who created the Work.

    “Work” means the work protected by copyright which is offered under the terms of this Licence.

    “You” means an individual or entity exercising rights under this Licence who has not previously violated the terms of
this Licence with respect to the Work, or who has received express permission from the Licensor to exercise rights 
under this Licence despite a previous violation.

    For the purpose of this Licence, when not inconsistent with the context, words in the singular number include the 
plural number.

2. Licence Terms

2.1 Subject to the terms of this agreement the Licensor hereby grants to You a worldwide, royalty-free, non-exclusive, 
Licence for use and for the duration of copyright in the Work.

You may:

    copy the Work;

    create one or more Adaptations. You must take reasonable steps to ensure any Adaptation clearly identifies that 
changes were made to the original Work;

    incorporate the Work into one or more Collections;

    copy Adaptations or the Work as incorporated in any Collection; and

    publish, distribute, archive, perform or otherwise disseminate the Work, the Adaptation or the Work as incorporated 
in any Collection, to the public.

All these rights may be exercised in any material form in any media whether now known or hereafter created. All these 
rights also include the right to make such modifications as are technically necessary to exercise the rights in other media
and formats.

HOWEVER,

You must not:

    impose any terms on the use to be made of the Work, the Adaptation or the Work as incorporated in a Collection that 
alter or restrict the terms of this Licence or the Applicable Licence, as applicable, or any rights granted under it or have 
the effect or intent of restricting the ability to exercise those rights;

    impose any digital rights management technology on the Work, the Adaptation or the Work as incorporated in a 
Collection that alters or restricts the terms of this Licence or any rights granted under it or has the effect or intent of 
restricting the ability to exercise those rights;

    sublicense the Work;

    falsely Attribute the Work to someone other than the Original Author;

    subject the Work to any derogatory treatment as defined in the Copyright Act 1994 provided that if the Licensor is the
Original Author the Licensor will not enforce this sub-clause to the extent necessary to enable You to reasonably 
exercise Your right under clause 2.1 to make Adaptations but not otherwise.
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FINALLY,

You must:

    make reference to this Licence or the Applicable Licence, as applicable, (by Uniform Resource Identifier (URI), 
spoken word or as appropriate to the media used) on all copies of the Work, Adaptations and Collections published, 
distributed, performed or otherwise disseminated or made available to the public by You;

    recognise the Licensor’s / Original Author’s right of Attribution (right to be identified) in any Work, Adaptation and 
Collection that You publish, distribute, perform or otherwise disseminate to the public and ensure that You credit the 
Licensor / Original Author as appropriate to the media used. You will however remove such a credit if requested by the 
Licensor/Original Author;

    not assert or imply any connection with sponsorship or endorsement by the Original Author or Licensor of You or 
Your use of the Work, without the separate, express prior written permission of the Original Author or Licensor; and

    to the extent reasonably practicable, keep intact all notices that refer to this Licence, in particular the URI, if any, that 
the Licensor specifies to be associated with the Work, unless such URI does not refer to the copyright notice or 
licensing information for the Work.

Additional Provisions

2.2. Further licence from the Licensor

Each time You publish, distribute, perform or otherwise disseminate

    the Work; or

    any Adaptation; or

    the Work as incorporated in a Collection

the Licensor agrees to offer to the relevant third party making use of the Work (“User”) (in any of the alternatives set 
out above) a licence to use the Work on the same terms and conditions as granted to You hereunder.

2.3. Further licence from You

Each time You publish, distribute, perform or otherwise disseminate

    an Adaptation; or

    an Adaptation as incorporated in a Collection

You agree to offer to the User (in either of the alternatives set out above) a licence to use the Adaptation on any of the 
following premises and to comply with such licence:

    a licence to the Adaptation on the same terms and conditions as the licence granted to You hereunder; or

    a later version of the licence granted to You hereunder with the same Licence Elements; or

    any other Creative Commons licence (whether the Unported or a jurisdiction licence) with the same Licence 
Elements.

    a Creative Commons Compatible Licence.
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2.4. This Licence does not affect any rights that the User may have under any applicable law, including fair use, fair 
dealing or any other legally recognised limitation or exception to copyright infringement.

2.5. All rights not expressly granted by the Licensor are hereby reserved.

2.6. The Licensor waives the right to collect royalties, whether individually or via a licensing body such as a collecting 
society, for any exercise by You of the rights granted under this Licence.

2.7. If the Licensor is the Original Author the Licensor waives its moral right to object to derogatory treatments of the 
Work to the extent necessary to enable You to reasonably exercise Your right under this Licence to make Adaptations 
but not otherwise. If the Licensor is not the Original Author the Work will still be subject to the moral rights of the 
Original Author.

3. Warranties and Disclaimer

Except as required by law or as otherwise agreed in writing between the parties, the Work is licensed by the Licensor on
an "as is" and "as available" basis and without any warranty of any kind, either express or implied.

4. Limit of Liability

Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law the Licensor shall not be liable on any legal basis 
(including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and 
whenever caused to You.

5. Termination

The rights granted to You under this Licence shall terminate automatically upon any breach by You of the terms of this 
Licence. Individuals or entities who have received Adaptations or Collections from You under this Licence, however, 
will not have their Licences terminated provided such individuals or entities remain in full compliance with those 
Licences. Clauses 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 will survive any termination of this Licence.

6. General

6.1. The validity or enforceability of the remaining terms of this agreement is not affected by the holding of any 
provision of it to be invalid or unenforceable.

6.2. This Licence constitutes the entire Licence Agreement between the parties with respect to the Work licensed here. 
There are no understandings, agreements or representations with respect to the Work not specified here. The Licensor 
shall not be bound by any additional provisions that may appear in any communication in any form.

6.3. A person who is not a party to this Licence shall have no rights under the Contracts (Privity) Act 1982 to enforce 
any of its terms.

7. On the role of Creative Commons

7.1. Creative Commons does not authorise either the Licensor or the User to use the trade mark “Creative Commons” or
any related trade mark, including the Creative Commons logo, except to indicate that the Work is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Licence. Any permitted use has to be in compliance with the Creative Commons trade mark usage 
guidelines at the time of use of the Creative Commons trade mark. These guidelines may be found on the Creative 
Commons website or be otherwise available upon request from time to time. For the avoidance of doubt this trade mark 
restriction does not form part of this Licence.

7.2. Creative Commons Corporation does not profit financially from its role in providing this Licence and will not 
investigate the claims of any Licensor or user of the Licence.

7.3. One of the conditions that Creative Commons Corporation requires of the Licensor and You is an acknowledgement
of its limited role and agreement by all who use the Licence that the Corporation is not responsible to anyone for the 
statements and actions of You or the Licensor or anyone else attempting to use or using this Licence.

7.4. Creative Commons Corporation is not a party to this Licence, and makes no warranty whatsoever in connection to 
the Work or in connection to the Licence, and in all events is not liable for any loss or damage resulting from the 
Licensor's or Your reliance on this Licence or on its enforceability.

7.5. USE OF THIS LICENCE MEANS THAT YOU AND THE LICENSOR EACH ACCEPTS THESE CONDITIONS 
IN SECTION 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 AND EACH ACKNOWLEDGES CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION'S VERY 
LIMITED ROLE AS A FACILITATOR OF THE LICENCE FROM THE LICENSOR TO YOU.
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Creative Commons Notice

Creative Commons is not a party to this Licence, and makes no warranty whatsoever in connection with the Work. 
Creative Commons will not be liable to You or any party on any legal theory for any damages whatsoever, including 
without limitation any general, special, incidental or consequential damages arising in connection to this Licence. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing two (2) sentences, if Creative Commons has expressly identified itself as the Licensor 
hereunder, it shall have all rights and obligations of Licensor.

Except for the limited purpose of indicating to the public that the Work is licensed under the CCPL, Creative Commons 
does not authorise the use by either party of the trademark "Creative Commons" or any related trademark or logo of 
Creative Commons without the prior written consent of Creative Commons. Any permitted use will be in compliance 
with Creative Commons' then-current trademark usage guidelines, as may be published on its website or otherwise 
made available upon request from time to time. For the avoidance of doubt, this trademark restriction does not form part
of this Licence.

Creative Commons may be contacted at https://creativecommons.org/.
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Change Log
1.0 (August 2023)
Original version, no changes.
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References & Resource Links

All artworks referenced in this handbook and accompanying example poster, and some others, are 
listed here with links to them as a royalty free resource along with accompanying copyright 
licensing information and attribution, where such information can be found. 

All other artworks not listed below, but which may appear in this free handbook, are referenced 
within as informative examples for fair use / fair dealing. 

This handbook “House Rules Game Show Handbook” is not for sale, is a free resource.

Contact: translink.entertainment@gmail.com

FILE Copyright

By Roman Harak - North Korea - Samjiyon waitress, CC BY-SA 2.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=31638403

By Foto: Jonn Leffmann, CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=69716580

By Lars Jacob - This image comes from the Southerly Clubs of Stockholm, Sweden, a
non-profit society which owns image publication rights to the archives of Lars Jacob 
Prod, Mimical Productions, F.U.S.I.A., Swenglistic Underground (formerly 
CabarEng), Ristesson Ent and FamSAC. Southerly Clubs donated this picture to the 
Public Domain. Deputy Chairman Emil Eikner for the Board of Directors, Halloween 
2008.This work is free and may be used by anyone for any purpose. If you wish to 
use this content, you do not need to request permission as long as you follow any 
licensing requirements mentioned on this page.The Wikimedia Foundation has 
received an e-mail confirming that the copyright holder has approved publication 
under the terms mentioned on this page. This correspondence has been reviewed by a 
Volunteer Response Team (VRT) member and stored in our permission archive. The 
correspondence is available to trusted volunteers as ticket #2010092510008875.If you
have questions about the archived correspondence, please use the VRT 
noticeboard.Ticket link: https://ticket.wikimedia.org/otrs/index.pl?
Action=AgentTicketZoom&amp;TicketNumber=2010092510008875 Find other files 
from the same ticket:, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=41555454

By Trocche100 at Italian Wikipedia - Transferred from it.wikipedia to Commons., 
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=37086074
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By Jerry “Woody” from Edmonton, Canada - NEW ZEALAND, AUCKLAND---M. 
SOMERVILLE GROCER 1857 b, CC BY-SA 2.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17653880

By Dmitry Fomin - Own work, CC0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=56580613

By VV94 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=42025234

By Enoch Lau - Own work (photo), CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1586315

By GoShow - Own work This online photo was shared and transferred to my My 
Flickr, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=20601578

By original work: unknown artist of the XIV or XV century F l a n k e r - Own work, 
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3727415

By Edmund Goldsmid, reproductions of anonymous original works ca. 1660. - 
https://archive.org/details/explanatorynotes00golduoft, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=30486087

By Pamela Colman Smith - http://home.comcast.net/~vilex/, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=37197827

By Giotto - Giotto di Bondone, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1170281

By Bonifacio Bembo - The card images were scanned by David Madore and 
published on the internet in 2003-09. They are scans of a facsimile version printed by 
AGMüller in Switzerland, though US Games Systems also seems to be somehow part 
of the editing process, which David bought in 2003-08 from an online store (broken 
link). Original in the Yale University library, Public Domain, 
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3855139

By Unknown author - http://expositions.bnf.fr/renais/arret/3/index.htm, Public 
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5880144

By Unknown author - https://waitesmith.org/index.php/decks/the-sola-busca-deck/, 
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=88492188

By Jean Dodal - http://www.tarot-history.com/Jean-Dodal/, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4687599

By F.I. Vandenborre - http://a.trionfi.eu/WWPCM/decks05/d02453/d02453.htm, 
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=92989807

By Renault, cardmaker from Besançon in France, fl. 1820 - 
http://a.trionfi.eu/WWPCM/decks04/d03337/d03337.htm, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=48689029

By A. Baragioli (editor) - http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b105161123, Public 
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=52660735

By F. F. Solesio (editor) - http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b10513772t, Public 
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=46880756
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By Lequart (Paris) - https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b10539498w.r=tarot?
rk=386268;0, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=81980697

By Etteilla - http://a.trionfi.eu/WWPCM/decks03/d01612/d01612.htm, Public 
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=93850859

By Papus [i.e. Gérard Analect Vincent Encausse] (1865–1916) - 
http://insightfulvision.com/gallery-papus-.php, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=48753255

By Countakeshi - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=46448532

By Ron Maijen - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15300536

By Bermicourt - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=73399214

By Anonymous - Joseph Needham's Science and Civilization in China: Volume 5, 
Part 1, Paper and Printing (1986, Taipei: Caves Books Ltd.), Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4514578

By Countakeshi - Own work. Images were assembled from other files in 
Wikicommons., CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=47353109

By original work: unknown artist of the XIV or XV century F l a n k e r - Own work, 
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3727415
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By F l a n k e r - Own work, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3131389

By F l a n k e r - Own work, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1201212

By F l a n k e r - Own work, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1201210

By F l a n k e r - Own work, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1201213

CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=298015

By Datura369 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=135148913

By Marginataen - RoswellDailyRecordJuly8,1947.jpgSupposed UFO, Passaic, New 
Jersey (cropped).jpgScreenshot of Alien Prop from Roswell, The UFO Cover Up 
(1994).jpegDuce Benito Mussolini.jpgPius XII with tabard, by Michael Pitcairn, 
1951.pngUKUSA Map.svg, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=133218028

By Shenarosilva - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=131154371

By derivative work: thumperward (talk)File:Supposed UFO, Passaic, New Jersey.jpg: 
- - File:Supposed UFO, Passaic, New Jersey.jpg, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4563100

By George Stock [4] - 
https://st1.uvnimg.com/78/5d/4a9093b34a9fb6825bba8ba432f5/gettyimages-
1141989248.jpgWeb page: www.cia.gov; Image: [3], Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1559408

By P199 - Own work, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=1857228
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By timlewisnm - https://www.flickr.com/photos/gozalewis/8218886162/, CC BY-SA 
2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=104585640

By Jirka Matousek - https://www.flickr.com/photos/jirka_matousek/47828393572/, 
CC BY 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=104583251

By Copyright Photo Players Magazine - eBayfrontback, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=36987140

By Kurt Bauschardt from Edmonton, Canada - Airborne Rubber Chicken!, CC BY-SA
2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=100049958

By Zzubnik - Own work, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4211923

By Tom Ackroyd - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=122810354

By Midnighttonight at the English-language Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9637124
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i   About

The genesis of House Rules Game Show goes back to 1997 when produced as part of a live 
recorded political satire show for Auckland regional television, called Polyticks Poke - Live at Kitty 
O'Briens, Executive Producer Rhys Jones, Project Director John Carlaw, featuring the late, great 
Les Andrews.

https://www.nzonscreen.com/profile/rhys-jones
https://www.nzonscreen.com/profile/john-carlaw
https://www.nzonscreen.com/profile/les-andrews

The show was influential enough to help secure the last season of McPhail and Gatsby, iconic 
comedians of the era who specialised in political satire. 

The gentleman producer behind Spitting Image NZ had been sued out of business through (ab)use of
Parliamentary Privilege. The producer met with him in his new tiny studio, where he was filming a 
children's show with Suzy Cato. He graciously warned of the perils. The relief of grass roots 
community comedy is a necessary cathartic stress release. 

TVNZ executives had been invited to witness Polyticks Poke - Live at Kitty O'Briens. David 
McPhail was in the audience, a family friend of his was production PA, and one of the McPhail and
Gatsby former writing team was working on the cooperative project. 

The last practical engagement for the team behind Polyticks Poke was Polyticks Poke Paintball Tag
- Left vs Right, in 1997/98 which received positive expressions of intent from four or five Auckland 
MPs to participate and a confirmation of intent from TVNZ news to record the event. At that time, 
being short staffed, and uncertain if any of the performers would turn up, it was decided to cancel. 
Until the removal of public access to the parliamentary email archive a Google search would reveal 
related correspondence.

Audience reactionOn the Hustings Les Andrews

Euthanasia Persuaders 

https://www.nzonscreen.com/profile/rhys-jones
https://www.nzonscreen.com/profile/les-andrews
https://www.nzonscreen.com/profile/john-carlaw


ii  Political Satire as a Revenue Earner

Part of the fun in performing or participating in a show similar to what is described above may well 
be the freedom that the format allows for individuals and groups to express themselves by means of 
harmless role playing. 

• Archetypes are fair game, but individuals and ethnic groups are not. It falls to the party 
planners and to Joker and Score to make every effort to communicate this to the game show 
participants. 

• Always secure a deposit before you commit to performing any venue. Then at least the party
planners (who will be paying for the show) have an active interest in ensuring that the show 
unfolds as agreed.

A great example of the style of active role playing engagement that is safe, wholesome and 
probably beyond reproach is the excellent work of Clarke and Dawe (see Curator's choice, below).

For any performance of House Rules Game Show, in an audience of at least 10, there might be 1 or 
2 or more who will enjoy an opportunity to shine while all the rest, including the emcees, will be 
thoroughly entertained.

Read the room, respond to audience feedback, and get paid for your efforts.

If there's an audience to serve, then an artist is pleased to perform.

Have fun.

Below are some influential examples of current and historic forays into the shadows cast by the 
realms of power by common law abiding persons just itching to point out the naked Emperor.

�

{All wikipedia quotes as at July 2023}
Context
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_satire

Political satire is satire that specializes in gaining entertainment from politics; it has also 
been used with subversive intent where political speech and dissent are forbidden by a 
regime, as a method of advancing political arguments where such arguments are expressly 
forbidden. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_discourse_analysis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subversive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_satire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_satire


Early example c. 446 – c. 386 BC
Aristophanes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristophanes

Also known as "The Father of Comedy"[6] and "the Prince of Ancient Comedy",[7] 
Aristophanes has been said to recreate the life of ancient Athens more convincingly than any
other author.[8] 

Later example 1726
Gulliver's Travels

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulliver's_Travels

Gulliver's Travels, or Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World. In Four Parts. By
Lemuel Gulliver, First a Surgeon, and then a Captain of Several Ships is a 1726 prose 
satire  [1]  [2] by the Anglo-Irish writer and clergyman Jonathan Swift, satirising both human 
nature and the "travellers' tales" literary subgenre. It is Swift's best known full-length work, 
and a classic of English literature. Swift claimed that he wrote Gulliver's Travels "to vex the 
world rather than divert it". 

Recent example 1987 - 92
The New Statesman

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_Statesman_(1987_TV_series)

The New Statesman is a British sitcom made in the late 1980s and early 1990s satirising the 
United Kingdom's Conservative government of the period. It was written by Laurence 
Marks and Maurice Gran at the request of, and as a starring vehicle for, its principal actor 
Rik Mayall. 

Current example 2008 -
The Juice Media

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Juice_Media

The Juice Media (TJM) is an Australian company that produces contemporary, human 
rights political and social satire. They are known for their Internet series Honest 
Government Ads and Juice Rap News. 
TJM has been at the centre of a number of social and political controversies, including the 
use of the "Australien" logo that is at the heart of a Bill to change the Australian Criminal 
Code Act 1995, as well as their "Australia Day" parody video. 
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Curator's choice 
Clarke and Dawe 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarke_and_Dawe

Clarke and Dawe (also stylized as Clarke & Dawe) is an Australian news satire television 
program that originally aired on the Nine Network from 1989 to 1996 and later on ABC TV 
from 2000 until 2017. Almost all episodes feature comedians John Clarke and Bryan Dawe 
engaging in a mock interview, with Dawe playing the interviewer and Clarke playing the 
interviewee. 

The program started out on ABC Radio in 1987, after Dawe, at the time head of the ABC 
radio comedy unit, had approached Clarke, who had previously written mock interviews as 
columns for The Times on Sunday, about bringing this type of comedy to radio.[1]  [2] Clarke 
in turn asked Dawe if he could read the questions, finding Dawe had "a supernatural 
understanding of speech rhythm".[3] 

iii  Alternative Game Plans

Same or similar, but set in United Nations or Church Synod.

iv  Optional Elements

Alike to all listed House Rules Game Show elements any given example for a game plan is purely 
optional. It may be that your customers request this or a similar game element. Joker and Score are 
not required to accept the gig.

v Playlists

There's some great music produced over the years. Likely the establishment where House Rules 
Game Show is performed will be licensed to play copyrighted material. Alternatively, plug in to the 
party planner's iTunes or similar account. There are also royalty free recordings available, some of 
them are really rather good. Always include links to them with appropriate attribution in 
correspondence with the party planners and encourage the party planners to share these links with 
their guests. Good music will help set the scene and help guests to develop their characters before 
they arrive. Why not employ live musicians and make an event of it?
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